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       GREAT FLORIDA BIRDING & WILDLIFE TRAIL

Site Nomination Form

1.  SITE






COUNTY: ________________________________

Name of site: ____________________________________________________________________________

Site owner/agency:________________________________________________________________________

Contact person or manager (if different): _______________________________________________________ 

Physical Address of site:  ___________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address (if different): ________________________________________________________________

Phone number(s): _________________________________________________________________________
Phone number(s) to include in guide booklet: ___________________________________________________
Fax number: ____________________________________      Email: _________________________________ Web site address: ________________________________________________________________________


2.  SITE EVALUATION CRITERIA:   Check all that apply to this site.


Ecological significance.  Emphasis will be given to high-quality or significant bird and wildlife habitats.



Birding and wildlife-watching characteristics. The probability of seeing birds and wildlife, at least during specified season(s), is high. The main viewing attraction(s) are native, free-roaming bird and wildlife species. Consideration may be given to species valued by the public for their beauty or rarity. Sites devoted primarily to exotic species will not be considered. 



  
Site resiliency.  The site has the ability to withstand public use. Fragile ecosystems or habitats with sensitive species should not be included. 


  
Physical and legal access.   The site is reasonably accessible to the public.

(Check one)
  This site is in public ownership (site is open to public use).







  This site is in private ownership and the landowner is willing to guarantee in writing 



                      public access, including controlled public access through guided, prearranged tours.  



Economic significance.  A community tourism infrastructure, such as a Chamber of Commerce or   

             Tourism Development Council, exists in the adjacent community(ies). 



Maintenance support.  Site has full support of all partners, especially those responsible for maintenance.


Educational significance.  Site has educational signage or programming pertaining to birds and/or other wildlife.
3.  SITE INFORMATION
Size of site (acres or sq. miles): ______________         Nearest town/city: _____________________________

Is there an entrance fee?        yes    no     $________ amount of fee
Seasons and hours of operation ______________________________________________________________
Is there a visitor center?    yes    no
Visitor center hours (if different): __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

Specific directions to the site from nearest town or major road: ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Specific directions to good birding and wildlife-watching areas within this site (specific trails, parts of the property, overlooks, etc.)  If available, please include a map of the area with the best spots circled: ________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Any special concerns or safety issues for birders and wildlife watchers?  (Please specify all that apply: inaccessibility in inclement weather, 4-wheel drive required, biting insects, etc.) ________________________________________________________________________________________   ________________________________________________________________________________________
Are these other forms of outdoor recreation allowed on the site?  What is their impact on wildlife watchers?

Recreation

Yes
No

Impact on wildlife watcher

Hunting


   
 

______________________________________________ 


Airboating

 
   

______________________________________________ 


ORVs


 


______________________________________________ 


Organized sports
 
   

______________________________________________ 


Horseback riding
 
   

______________________________________________ 


Jetskis


 
 
  
______________________________________________

Other


 
 
  
______________________________________________
The majority of trail users will be casual and/or less experienced birders. List the most easily viewed bird species at the site, including sought-after species. If this site has a bird list, please attach it to the application.
1.  ___________________________________                       6. _____________________________________

2.  ___________________________________                       7. ____________________________________

3.  ___________________________________                       8. _____________________________________

4.  ___________________________________                       9. _____________________________________

5.  __________________________________                       10. _____________________________________

Which of the following are good times to view birds at this site? (Check all that apply)
 morning 
 evening 
 all day
 night

 spring
 summer
 fall
 winter
Please indicate which of the following bird species have been observed at this site in the last 5 years:

 Florida Scrub-Jay
   Sandhill Crane
 Swallow-tailed Kite       Gray Kingbird

 Short-tailed Hawk
   Whooping Crane
 White-tailed Kite
      Red-cockaded Woodpecker

 Crested Caracara
   Smooth-billed Ani
 Snail Kite

      Bachman’s Sparrow

 Burrowing Owl
   Limpkin

 Wood Stork

      Florida Grasshopper Sparrow

 Painted Bunting
   Roseate Tern
 Piping Plover
      Magnificent Frigatebird

 Mottled Duck
   Black Rail

 Snowy Plover
      Black-whiskered Vireo
 Gull-billed Tern
   Yellow Rail

 Hairy Woodpecker
      Roseate Spoonbill

 Purple Gallinule
   Bald Eagle

 Bridled Tern

      Sooty Tern

 Least Tern

   Brown Noddy
 Masked Booby
      Black Skimmer

 Mangrove Cuckoo



 White-crowned Pigeon


 

 Fulvous Whistling-Duck 


 Black-bellied Whistling-Duck
Please list up to 10 butterfly species found at this location, including sought-after species. If this site has a butterfly list, please attach it to the application.
1.  ___________________________________                       6. _____________________________________

2.  ___________________________________                       7. _____________________________________

3.  ___________________________________                       8. _____________________________________

4.  ___________________________________                       9. _____________________________________

5.  ___________________________________                     10. _____________________________________

Which of the following are good times to view butterflies at this site? (Check all that apply)
 morning 
  evening 
 all day


 spring                   summer                   fall
                   winter

Please list up to 10 mammal species found at this location, including sought-after species. If this site has a mammal list, please attach it to the application.
1.  ___________________________________                       6. _____________________________________

2.  ___________________________________                       7. _____________________________________

3.  ___________________________________                       8. _____________________________________

4.  ___________________________________                       9. _____________________________________

5.  ___________________________________                     10. _____________________________________

Which of the following are good times to view mammals at this site? (Check all that apply)
 morning 
 evening 
 all day
 night

 spring
 summer
 fall
 winter
Please list up to 10 reptile/amphibian species found at this location, including sought-after species. If this site has a reptile/amphibian list, please attach it to the application.
1.  ___________________________________                       6. _____________________________________

2.  ___________________________________                       7. _____________________________________

3.  ___________________________________                       8. _____________________________________

4.  ___________________________________                       9. _____________________________________

5.  ___________________________________                     10. _____________________________________

Which of the following are good times to view amphibians/reptiles at this site? (Check all that apply)
 morning 
 evening 
 all day
 night

 spring
 summer
 fall
 winter
Please list any additional animal or plant species present at this site that visitors would be interested in seeing.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate, in percent, how much of the nominated site is in any of these habitat types:
____ Freshwater Swamp
     ____ Sandhills
            ____ Rivers/Streams/Springs    ____ Scrub


____ Freshwater Marsh  
     ____ Pine Forest/Flatwoods   ____ Lakes/Ponds              ____ Beach/Dune


____ Other freshwater wetlands (type______________)    ____ Impoundments          ____ Salt Marsh

____ Prairies/Grasslands     ____ Maritime Hammock        ____ Mudflats
              ____ Mangrove swamp
   ____ Fields/Pastures

 ____ Other Hardwoods/Mixed Forest/Hammocks             ____ Marine/Bay

   ____ Other: ______________________________________
Describe any unique or unusual features of the site: ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

What are special concerns of the site, such as listed or vulnerable species?____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  TOUR INFORMATION:
Does your site offer:         guided tours or interpretive programs about birds/birding/wildlife/wildlife viewing?


                                        customized guided tours about birds/birding/wildlife/wildlife viewing?

How far in advance should reservations be made for tours?: ________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Other tour information about the site you wish to include: __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5.  INFRASTRUCTURE:  Does the site have any of the following?



Handicapped      Not Handicapped


Facility (check, if present)

Accessible          Accessible
Description of structure (ramp, pavement, surface type, etc.):
 Restrooms

 
 
________________________________________

 Public telephone



________________________________________

 Hiking trails


  
# of miles ________________________________

 Biking trails


  
# of miles ________________________________
 Horse trails


  
# of miles ________________________________
 Automobile trails


  
# of miles ________________________________
 Paddling trails


  
# of miles ________________________________
 Boardwalks

 
 
________________________________________

 Campgrounds

 
   
________________________________________

 Picnic areas

 
   
________________________________________

 Observation towers

 
   
________________________________________

 Observation decks

 
   
________________________________________

 Observation blinds

 
   
________________________________________

 Interpretive signs

 
   
________________________________________

 Interpretive brochures

 
   
________________________________________

 Boat ramp/canoe launch
 
   
________________________________________

 Concessions/rentals

 
   
________________________________________

 Other recreation opportunities: _____________________________________________________________

Does the site have parking available?    yes   no     Number of car spaces: __________   
Number of handicapped parking spaces provided: _________
Please list the names of trails or areas at this location that are accessible to mobility-impaired visitors, and describe the type of trail or path surface present. Are wheelchairs or motorized carts available for use?
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
6. CONSERVATION EDUCATION:  Do you conduct conservation/environmental education programs at this site? If so, please describe topics presented and frequency.
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  EXOTICS:  Please list any issues regarding exotic/non-native plants or animals for this site: ________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

8. OTHER INFORMATION:
Please list any special nature-based events/festivals including name, theme, date/time of year: ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Names and contact information of others who regularly visit and are especially knowledgeable about this site:
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

NOMINATION SUBMITTED BY: 

Your name:  ___________________________      Phone number:_________________________________ Address: _____________________________       This number is my  home  work  cell number (check one)  

______________________________________     Email: _________________________________________  
  _____________________________________      What is your role/position with respect to this site?  




        __________________________________________       
Please return this form, with any maps, brochures, photos, bird and wildlife checklists and 
interpretive literature about the site to:
Mark Kiser, Birding and Wildlife Trail Coordinator

FL Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission

620 S. Meridian St, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600

phone (850) 488-9478     fax (850) 488-3940    mark.kiser@MyFWC.com
www.floridabirdingtrail.com
[image: image2.jpg]y %

lv"bl.u:r. P




    HOW TO NOMINATE A BIRDING & WILDLIFE TRAIL SITE

WHAT IS THE GREAT FLORIDA BIRDING AND WILDLIFE TRAIL?
The Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail (GFBWT) is a program of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. The GFBWT identifies birdwatching and wildlife viewing sites throughout Florida, making it easier to find places to enjoy this great hobby, and bringing needed economic motivation to conservation efforts around the state. Sites are marked by highway signage bearing the program’s Swallow-tailed Kite logo. Four guidebooks are available, one for each Trail section, with maps and descriptions for each site. The GFBWT website www.floridabirdingtrail.com contains a trip-planning tool and additional information.
The East Florida section of the GFBWT includes 18 counties and opened mid-November 2000. The West Florida section includes 21 counties and opened mid-November 2002. The Panhandle Florida section includes 16 counties and opened May 2004. The South Florida section includes 12 counties and opened January 2006. New sites were added to the East section in 2008.
HOW DOES A SITE GET ON THE TRAIL?

Anyone can nominate a site– birders, wildlife watchers, citizen conservationists, tourism executives or land


managers. Nomination forms are sent to the Birding and Wildlife Trail Coordinator.


Each site is evaluated based on a set of criteria. Accepted sites must possess site resiliency, physical and legal access and maintenance support. The site’s ecological significance, birdwatching and wildlife viewing characteristics and local economic significance are also assessed. Educational significance may be used to bolster a site's ranking.

A diversity of sites are appropriate for the Trail. Sites can be on public or private land; can be excellent year-round or just in one season; or their access can even be restricted to appointments only. Before you exclude a site because it’s non-traditional, consult the Birding and Wildlife Trail Coordinator– you may be sitting on a fabulous birding or wildlife watching opportunity and a great benefit to your local economy.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER A SITE IS NOMINATED?
After a site nomination is submitted. First, the nomination form is checked for completion. If it was not submitted by the property owner/manager, the Trail Coordinator contacts the land manager to congratulate them, and then forwards it for their review, and hopefully, their concurrence. 

Site visits begin. A Birding and Wildlife Trail staff member visits each nominated site. Meeting with site managers and nominators is helpful, but not always possible; accordingly, the completeness of your application is very important.

Selection of sites. A steering committee meets to review the nominated sites and to make the final selection. The committee is comprised of representatives from the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Audubon of Florida, and the tourism industry.
WHEN WILL NOMINATIONS FOR EACH SECTION BE ACCEPTED AGAIN?
The nomination process for adding new GFBWT sites is reopened periodically as funding allows. Beginning in December 2011, statewide nominations for 32 rural and RACEC counties will be accepted. Tentative plans call for opening full statewide nominations in 2013, depending on funding.
