










viewing is also a rapidly growing 
hobby? Thanks to our mild 
winters, butterflies are active 
year-round in most parts of 
the state. There have been 187 
species of butterflies recorded 
in Florida, more than any other 
state east of the Mississippi 
River. With the large numbers 
of butterflies to see, it can seem 
overwhelming to learn them all. 
However, with a little patience 
and some basic knowledge, 
butterfly watching can be just as 
exciting and fun as birding.

Florida Butterfly Encounters 
is a series of four booklets 
designed to help people learn 
about and appreciate butterflies. 
Butterfly expert, Dr. Jaret C. 
Daniels, developed the booklets 
with funding from the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, and cooperation 
from the Florida Museum of 
Natural History, the McGuire 
Center for Lepidoptera and 
Biodiversity, and Disney 

Okeechobee. Its 7,680 acres 
have become an oasis for birds. 
Winter brings in huge flocks of 
American white pelicans and 
hordes of ducks. Shorebirds 
flock here by the thousands too, 
and there are always plenty 
of wading birds, including the 
roseate spoonbill and the white 
morph of the great blue heron 
(great white heron). For now, 
the site is only open for special 
birding tours (see the Hendry-
Glades Audubon Web site for 
more information: www.orgsites.
com/fl/hgaudubon/). STA 5 will 
likely be fully open to the public 
in 2010.

my.sfwmd.gov/pls/portal/docs/
page/common/pdf/splash/sta_
rec.pdf

Phone: 866-433-6312 
863-674-0695 for reservations
Admission: $5 suggested 
donation per vehicle

Updates to the East 
Florida Birding Trail
To keep the GFBT fresh and 
exciting, we consider site 
nominations for the trail on a 
rotational basis. In 2000, the 
East Section of the GFBT was 
the first section completed. Being 
the oldest, it was the first section 
reopened for the addition of new 
sites. Mark and Selena Kiser 
visited 53 sites in fall and early 
winter 2007 to ensure that they 
met the high standards of the 
trail. In addition to making sure 
the sites were great for birding, 
they also had to meet a set of 
criteria, including accessibility 
and maintenance, and ecological 
and educational significance.  

After the inspections, a 
steering committee, consisting 

of representatives from the 
FWC, Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, 
Audubon of Florida, Visit Florida 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service met to discuss which 
sites should be included. We 
are happy to announce that the 
committee accepted 46 new sites.

You can find a list of the new 
sites (along with links to their 
Web sites) at: floridabirdingtrail.
com/howsite.htm. By spring 
2009, we will add descriptions 
of these sites. A printed version 
is temporarily on hold until 
additional funding is available. 
The next section reopened will 
be the West Section. Stay tuned 
for more updates! 

Butterfly Viewing 
in Florida
Most people know that birding 
is a huge outdoor recreation 
activity in the United States. 
But did you know that butterfly 

Michael Brothers (right) and Mark Kiser scan for shorebirds and wading 
birds at Lighthouse Point Park, a new site on the East Section of the GFBT.
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Animal Programs. Florida 
Butterfly Encounters includes 50 
Common Butterflies of Florida, 
Butterfly Watching Basics, 
Florida Butterfly Gardening 
and a Checklist of Florida 
Butterflies. You can purchase 
the series of booklets for $10.00 
through University of Florida’s 
IFAS Extension bookstore at: 
ifasbooks.ufl.edu and enter 
“Florida Butterfly Encounters” in 
the search box.

For additional information, 
please visit MyFWC.com/
viewing/butterfly/index.html. 

New Online Birding 
Trip Planner!
We have been working hard on 
an interactive, trip-planning 
tool to help birders find 
destinations and species of 
interest. Amenities, habitats 
and 40 featured species are 
categories you can search to 
find GFBT sites to visit. It is a 
work in progress, and there are 
opportunities for you, the public, 
to comment. The trip planner 
provides information about each 
of the featured species, along 

with links to external Web sites, 
including All About Birds (by the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology). 

We hope this planning tool 
will be useful, and we know 
that birders like you will want 
to give us feedback (there is 
a “Feedback” button for your 
suggestions and comments). 
Please remember that this is an 
early version, and in the future, 
it will have improved search 
capabilities. Look for the new 
feature on the GFBT Web site at 
floridabirdingtrail.com. 

Numerous birders provided 
comments on the early drafts of 
this feature. We thank everyone 
for their valuable input.

Birding Trail Road 
Sign Update
We are happy to announce West 
Section signs were completed 
in 2006. And at long last, 
Panhandle Birding Trail sign 
installation has begun! Our sign 
contractor started putting signs 
in the ground in December 2008 
and will finish in early 2009. 
We will hold a sign dedication 
ceremony on Jan. 17, 2009 at St. 
Marks National Wildlife Refuge 
in Wakulla County. Please visit 
the GFBT Web site for more 
details. 

Engineering services for road 
signs in the South Section 
are complete. We are now in 
the process of securing sign 
maintenance agreements with 
the counties, cities and towns 
in South Florida. We anticipate 
that signs will be installed at 
all 116 locations by the end of 
2009. For the 46 newly added 
sites in the East Section, we 
are currently seeking funding 

to begin the first step, the 
engineering services component. 
At this time, we do not have a 
timetable for completing work 
at these new locations, but we’ll 
keep you posted.

Upcoming Wildlife 
Festivals:
For more information, visit 
floridabirdingtrail.com/events.asp.

Jan. 14 – 19
Everglades Birding Festival, 
Hollywood
Phone: 954-926-5458

Jan. 16 – 18
Southwest Florida Birding and 
Wildlife Festival, Naples
Phone: 239-417-6310

Jan. 17
Panhandle Birding Trail Sign 
Dedication, St. Marks
Phone: 850-488-9478

Jan. 21 – 26
Space Coast Birding and Wildlife 
Festival, Titusville
Phone: 321-268-5224

Jan. 24 – 25
Orange City Blue Spring 
Manatee Festival, Orange City
Phone: 386-775-9224 

Mark Kiser/FWC
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Feb. 7
Orlando Wetlands Park Festival, 
Christmas
Phone: 407-246-2213 
or 407-568-1706

Feb. 7
Wildlife Heritage and Outdoors 
Festival, St. Marks
Phone: 850-925-6121		

Feb. 21
Burrowing Owl Festival, 
Cape Coral
Phone: 239-980-2593

March 14
Pelican Island Wildlife Festival, 
Sebastian
Phone: 772-562-3909, ext. 258

March 22
Backyard Habitat Festival, 
Orlando
Phone: 407-876-6696

Help us keep 
‘Kite Tales’ 
aloft.

Please consider 
sending a tax-
deductible donation to the 
Wildlife Foundation of Florida 
on behalf of the Great Florida 
Birding Trail.

Please make checks (in U.S. 
funds only) to the Wildlife 
Foundation of Florida, with 
“GFBT/Kite Tales” written in 
the memo section of your check. 
Please send to:

Wildlife Foundation of Florida
Attention: GFBT
P.O. Box 6181
Tallahassee, FL  32314-6181

Contact Us:
Anne Glick, section leader
anne.glick@MyFWC.com
850-922-0664

Mark Kiser, coordinator
mark.kiser@MyFWC.com
850-488-9478

Selena Kiser, assistant
selena.kiser@MyFWC.com
850-488-9453

Chantal-Marie Wright, 
information specialist
chantal.wright@MyFWC.com
850-488-8755
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