


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oct. 3-5                     Marathon 
Florida Keys Birding               305/872-0774 
      and Wildlife Festival  
<www.keysbirdingfestival.org> 
This annual event celebrates birding in the Florida Keys.  Enjoy a 
pelagic birding trip, new moon kayaking, guided birding and field 
trips, as well as workshops on many other topics, including the 
endangered key deer. 
 
Oct. 8-11                  Port St. Joe 
Panhandle Birding              850/229-9464 
     and Wildflower Festival 
<www.birdfestival.org>         
Birding along Florida’s Forgotten Coast offers diverse habitat 
ranging from coastal flats to uplands, a wide variety of bird 
species, and an opportunity to view fall wildflowers and migratory 
butterflies.  This event couldn’t be timed more perfectly to take 
advantage of  one of the most beautiful times of year in this under-
explored corner of the state. 
 
Oct. 9-12                      St. Petersburg 
Florida Birding Festival              727/464-7217 
<www.pcef.org/events-fbf.html> 
Enjoy learning about endangered species and habitat conservation, 
and have the opportunity to view over 170 species of birds with 
experienced guides. With approximately 30 field trips to choose 
from, expect to see wood stork, crested caracara, peregrine falcon, 
whooping crane, piping plover, red-cockaded woodpecker, Florida 
scrub-jay and many more.  Advanced registration is strongly 
recommended. 
 
Oct. 11                                          De Leon Springs 
Festival at Lake Woodruff          386/985-4673 
     National Wildlife Refuge 
Bring your family to the 6th Annual Family Fun Day at Lake 
Woodruff and enjoy a day packed with activities for kids and 
adults alike!  Exhibitors and guided tours at this premier birding 
site make this a very popular community festival.  Optics are 
available for loan. 
              
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov. 12-16                     Titusville  
Space Coast Birding               321/268-5224 
     and Wildlife Festival 
<www.nbbd.com/fly> 
For an unforgettable festival experience, the 7th Annual Space 
Coast and Wildlife Festival is at the top of the list.  Offering 35 
field trips, 15 kayak trips, seminars, workshops, photography 
exhibits, kids activities, and five keynote speakers, this festival 
encompasses all aspects of birding and wildlife viewing.  
Advanced registration is strongly recommended.   
 
Nov. 15                       Orlando 
Tibet-Butler Preserve               407/876-6696 
     Birding and Wildlife Celebration  
<www.parks.orangecountyfl.net> 
This daylong event explores “Preserving Natural Florida” with 
hikes, exhibits, guest speakers, live entertainment, tours of on-
going preservation activities at the park, and other activities for 
whole family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan. 17-19                       Everglades National Park 
Everglades BirdFest                       (954) 776-5585 
<www.browardaudubon.org/birdfest.htm>  
This Everglades festival offers a wealth of birding and wildlife 
viewing opportunities, seven scheduled speakers, tours, activities 
and a lodging/meal package in the national park!  Advanced 
registration is strongly recommended.           
 
Feb. 28       Orlando/Titusville 
Orlando Wetlands Park Festival      407/568-1706 
After a one-year hiatus, the 110-acre restoration is complete and 
the festival is back, better than ever, with a variety of tours, 
workshops, hikes, exhibits, demonstrations, presentations and lots 
of fun!  Support from the Orange Audubon Society for this event 
guarantees it will be filled with activities that birders and wildlife 
viewers will enjoy.                               
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West Florida 

The WFBT opened with a bang at Paynes Prairie 
Preserve State Park south of Gainesville last 
November. Since that time, the guides have been flying 
off the shelves! The first critique we received back from 
a Trail user was the enthusiastic endorsement of O’Leno 
State Park near High Springs 
by a family of birders from 
Indiana. Have a favorite  
WFBT site, or a constructive 
suggestion for making the Trail 
better? Please let us know! Highway  
signage for this section is in development. 

 

    Panhandle Florida 
Like the Spring 2003 Update, this  

section’s development was slightly     
delayed, but is now back on track. Site  
acceptances will be mailed in October and   
the Trail will debut at an opening event in late 
February/early March.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  A generous grant by the National Fish  and Wildlife 
Foundation with support from The Southern 
Company will allow the Trail to implement birding 
infrastructure improvements on several sites in this 
region. Details to follow in next spring’s Update! 
 

South Florida 
At long last, the Birding Trail is   

            ready to open nominations for its   
       final section, South Florida. Forms   

             will be available on the Birding Trail’s      
             Web site (or by request to Bev) after  
            December 1st. Anyone can nominate a  
          site—birders, tourism professionals and  
       land managers—and sites can be many  
   things—quick stops  or all-day affairs,  
public parks or private ranches. A series of 

             public meetings will be held in South Florida in   
           January and February to help solicit nominations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The latest on the ground 
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